Pam’s Doggie Freestyle Tip!
Last week I focused on stand on hind legs, scoot backward, and go over arms/legs, which are intermediate tricks you can train your dog to do for a Canine Freestyle routine.  I hope you all had time to practice because this week I will focus on three more tricks.
Some of the more intermediate tricks include:  

1. Backward spins

2. Sit Pretty

3. Go around – the handler, an object, and or a cane

4. Go behind – the handler, an object, and or a cane

5. Stand on Hind legs

6. Scoot Backwards

7. Go over arms/legs

8. Cover Nose

9. Limp

10. Cross Paws – on the floor, across a cane, standing, and or across the handlers legs

Cover nose: In this video I mention the many techniques that I tried when teaching the nose cover to my dogs.  Every dog is different and a technique that worked for one dog might not work for another.  This is one of those tricks that it might require you trying many of the techniques before you find the one that works for your dog.  If you still struggle getting this trick on cue, you can try to capture it when your dog scratches at his nose (eventually all dogs have to scratch their nose). 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PXCzd2Qwoic 
Limp: This is one of those tricks that you must be patient with and some dogs might not ever catch on.  I have two dogs and one can limp well and the other I have stopped trying to teach this trick as I was working on it for over a year.  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t5WEl3ob1O0&feature=video_response 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q3G2kjElYuk 
Cross Paws: I taught my dogs this trick using post it notes.  First, teach your dog to touch the post it with his paw, then place the post it next to the dogs paws as your dog is in a down, and click when your dog touches the post it with his paw.  To get your dog to cross his paws when you cross your legs requires you to put the post it’s on your shoes and as you cross your feet put your foot close enough to your dog so that he can touch the post it with his paw and then click and treat.  Once your dog understands to target the post it on your shoe, you can start to remove the post it’s and see if your dog will cross his paws when you cross your feet.  If your dog does not understand when you take off the post it’s, just put them back on, but make them smaller and smaller until they are not there anymore.  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RLckkHx-peA&feature=channel 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gLFAKzpFu4c 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oMmR-m1GSls 

Until next time, get out there and have fun with your dog as that is what Canine Freestyle is all about. 
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